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Peace and honour

The 2005 Mobel Peace Prize is a timely reminder of the good work done by the International Atomic Energy

Agency and its director, Mohamed ElBaradei.

universal approval, but the 2005 award 1o the International
Atomic Energy Agency (TAEA] and its director, Mohamed
Elfaradei, is both timely and appropriaze.

Simee it was set up within the United Nations in 1957, the TAEA
has sought to slow the spread of nuclear weapons while allowing,
mationg access i the peaceful use of nuclear technalogy, In the past
few years, it has played an important rale in veritving adherence o
the Muclear Mon-Proliferation Treaty and restricting the spread of
weeapons technalogy. Butwith greater support from governments,
stcomld do far more,

At a time when nuclear non-proliferation faces several acute
challenges, the JAEA lsas managed to maintain its repuration 25 an
irmpartial arbater on nuclear issues. This iz due in large part to the
performance of ElBarade, an Egyptan-borm lawver and diplomat,

Rcc:piunlx ol the Nabel Peace Prize have not always met with

adminstration’s eontention that the Teagi government had restaried
ats nuiclear programme. In a testament 1o his diplomatic acumen,
ElBaradei survived a subsecuent US attempt to cast him fram his
directorship, and was reappointed to a third term by unanimius
consent in fune.

Tt the TAEA could do a ot more tncontront nuclear threags if the
national governments whnse contributions keep it going allowed
it funding and authority equal ta its task,

First and foremaose, the 1AEA should he given wider pawers to
entorce the non-proliferation treaty (see Nuture 435, 132; 2005},
Under a proposed modification o the treaty, the TAEAS powers o
inspect facilities would be strengthened and its remit to analyse
mationg nuclear intentions widened, Mot parties to the treany have

imiplermrsented the additional protocal, b athers — inchuding the
United States, Russia and Iran — have vet 1o da so.

Secrmd, the agency should e given miore support o help it secure
muclear facilities and recover missing nuclear materials, At present,
the apency’s directorate for satety and security, which oversees such
activities, hasa budget of just L1522 4 million peryear — a meagre
Anenme h'\rxuch1rnmplu:jndimrwrranttnsk.ﬁilw th:*rnu;u.:nqr
of nuclear materials trafficking, nations should be prepared to
sharply increase this budger. The agencyis not meant to he-a nuclear
petice force, but maone funding would allow it to belp member states
enaure the secunty of their cwn nuclear material s, while continuing
recovery aperations in the countries in the former Soviet Union,
which are rddled with abandoned sources.

Finally, nations shaould give serious consideration to ElBaradeds
proposal that the world's ruelear-fuel stockpiles be pur usder the

stewardship of hus agency. Such “Nations should give

a propoc] may sound radscal, = =
bt if implemented carefully, it serious conzideration to

could go a long way towards ElBaradei’s proposal that
ensuring that mast of the wordds — the world's nuclear-fuel
r:chu:r n'f;h::ru| i accounted stackpiles be putunder the
for. More importantly, placing . ¥ "
the digtribution of nuclear fuel stewardship of his agency.
under an international suthority would discredit the cdaims of
countries siach as Iran and Brazil that they must develop dual-use,
rchear fuel technology to meet their domestic energy neods,

All these steps will require the commitment of the TAEA's mem
ber atates, Unforminately, the mast important playess are anable o
agree on how to move the ageney forward. The award of this years
pee prize should serve-as o wake-up call for them, u

From rhetoric to reality

President Bush's acknowledgement of the threat of
pandemic fluis welcome, if belated.

pandemic. The message has been taken on board by seme
politicians, natably in Canada, Britain and Avstralia But the
past few weeks have seen an unprecedented tharry of top-level US
diplomatic activity abous fl, prompeed in large part by recognition
af the fact that the public would not tolerate an inadequate response
mumthdrmnevrfatnﬁmph.:a{h:r”umaanatrinn.
Last month, George Bush told the United Mations that the United
stanes venuld be at the centre of an international coaliton to fight the
threat of a pandemic. Last week, he corvened officials from more

R.:su:an:h.:rs bave long warned of the threat of an avian flu

than &lheountrics to take the plan forward, and then @ down with
the heads of the vaceine industry. The Senate has approved 53.95l-
liownr e Fighavian flu, wich 23 hillion of it going ona US steckpile of
antivirals, And Michael Leavin, the health seeretary, bas gone on a
ten-day trip to meet afficials in affected countries in seheast Asia

Hut biehind this activity, then: are disconcerting gaps between the
odficial discourse and ty. LS efficials have cornectly identafied
prompily stamping out outhreaks as 2 top pricrity, emphasizing the
need for affected countries to share data and amples. This is an
impartant issue, but what can the cnalition do if China and Vietnam,
tor example, refuss to share data? And even mare urgenthy required
are funds to banld surveillance capacatyin vulnerable countries, and
to erndicate the discase in livestock,

The United Mations" Focd and Agriculture Organization esti-
mated in Febroary that a minimum of $100 million is needed to
begin tackling the problem effectively. But so fax, a few countries
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